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FELIX V. FESTA MIDDLE SCHOOL   
30 Parrott Road, West Nyack, New York 10994 

 

Keep Reading This Summer! 
2019 Summer Reading 
Scroll down for a list of suggestions. 
 
Dear Students, 
 
You may not know me.  I teach eighth-graders, and I’m in charge of 
the English department at Felix Festa.  
Not only that:  I am a book booster!  
 
Summer is a great time to try new things:  sports, swimming, hiking, 
nature, camp, and other adventures.  Summer is also a great time to 
take an adventure in reading.  
 
Often during the school year, students, teachers, and parents get so 
busy that we don’t have enough time to read just for fun.  Finally, summer is here and we can all spend more time doing 
things we love.  Some people love reading.  Other people don’t….yet.  Still, no matter what we do in life, we all need to be 
good readers, and the best way to get better at something is to practice.  Think about it.  No matter what you’re good at: 
sports, a musical instrument, or video games, you got better by practicing. The same is true for reading, and summer is a 
great time to practice reading. So, take the plunge and challenge yourself:  read for a half an hour a day.  
 
This summer, we’re asking everyone in the Felix Festa community to challenge themselves and read for at least one 
half hour a day.   If you do, you should finish six to eight 200-page books.  I did the math!  If you read for half an hour in a 
“just right” book, you should finish about 20 pages.  There are ten weeks of summer vacation and seven days a week, for 
a grand total of 70 days.  Seventy times twenty is one thousand four hundred!  [70 x 20 = 1,400]  Can you imagine reading 
that many pages!  Your reading would really improve! 
 
There are lots of places to find great reading material.  There is a list following this letter with many suggested titles; there 
are wonderful books and magazines to download for free (and for money) from websites like Amazon and Barnes & 
Noble; or, you can try the local library, both online and in person.  All our local libraries have our school’s suggested lists 
and lots and lots of actual books (and ebooks) for you to choose from.  
 
Just so you know, there is no required written assignment over the summer, and there will be NO written assignment 
when you return to school.  Your teacher may very well conduct book talks where you will discuss and recommend the 
books you read over the summer.  
 
But, let’s not get too worried about the fall now!  Let’s think about all the fun you’ll have over the summer with lots of 
activities, which should include daily reading.  Your teachers and I look forward to hearing all about your summer reading 
adventures! 
 
Sincerely, 

Ms. Quinson 
Elizabeth K. Quinson 
English Department Chairperson 
 
FELIX V. FESTA MIDDLE SCHOOL CAMPUS 
30 Parrott Road, West Nyack, New York 10994 

 

      “Home of the Falcons” 
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Goals for Summer Reading: No Back-to-School Activity! 

At Home 
● Foster a love of reading 
● Advance literacy by engaging in reading activities 
● Increase reading through self-selected, voluntary 

reading 
In School 

●Enhance a sense of community 
●Provide a common reading experience 
●Stimulate discussion and critical thinking 

There will be NO graded assignment over the 
summer or when you return to school associated 
with summer reading. The goal is to read, READ, 

READ, READ, READ, READ. 
Your teacher may conduct book talks when we get 
back to school in the fall, so be ready to discuss 
your book, and think about who else might enjoy 
the books you read. 

Reflect on Yourself as a Reader: Find a book that is “just right” for 
YOU: 

When and where do I best concentrate on 
reading? 
● In the morning 
● Before going to sleep 
● At my desk 
● On my bed 
● Lying on the floor 
● Sitting on a couch or comfy chair 

Use the “Five Finger Rule” to help you select a 
book.  
1. Find a book on the book list.  
2. Thumb through the book and pick a page, any 

page.  
3. Read one complete page.  
4. Every time you come to a word that you don’t 

know, count it on a finger.  
5. If five or more fingers are up by the end of the 

page, this book is too difficult. 
How many books should I read? Parent Tips: 
This really depends on how quickly you read and 
what kinds of books you choose.  
 
Most people read about 20 pages in 30 minutes in 
a “just right” book.  So, if you are reading a 200 
page book, that’s about 5 hours of reading.  If you 
are reading a half an hour a day, it will take about a 
week and a half to finish that book.  
 
Over the summer that would add  up to 6 or 7 
books!  

1. Set a schedule for reading. Make it the same 
time every day. One good time is to read is right 
before bed.  

2. Read alongside your child – be a model.  
3. Talk to your child about his or her book. Don’t 

give a test; rather let your child tell you the 
storyline, talk about the characters or the 
setting.  Ask what your child likes or dislikes 
about the book.  

4. You may even want to read aloud to your child. 
Even older children sometimes enjoy this. 

Check out your local library!   Read online! 
Libraries have great books and magazines and all 
sorts of fun activities all summer long for you to 
read and make friends!  
See the the New City Library, the Valley Cottage 
Library, and the West Nyack Library for more 
details. 

There are many and varied possibilities for reading 
online.  Newspapers are online and many have 
specific activities for student readers.  
The New York Times holds an annual Summer 
Reading Contest, which may be a wonderful 
activity for eighth graders, while sixth and seventh 
graders might enjoy Timeforkids.com 

 
  

http://www.timeforkids.com/
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Read half-hour per day, or three and a half hours a week! 
 

Some Suggestions for Summer Reading for students entering grade 7, September, 2019 
 
Non-fiction 
 
Baker, Russell Growing Up:  A journalist with a sense of humor takes a gentle look at his childhood in New 
Jersey during the Depression 
 
Grogan, John Marley and Me:  John Grogan had no idea what he was in for when he and his wife Jenny 
adopted a ball of energy named Marley. He was destructive, impossible to train and delightful. Loving, gently 
protective and always forgivable, Marley was an integral member of the Grogan household for almost 14 years. 
 
Houston and Houston, Farewell to Manzanar:  What would it be like to grow up behind barbed wire in a 
detention camp?  The time is WWII.  The place is….America!  
 
Kotlowitz, Alex There Are No Children Here:  The Story of Two Boys Growing Up in the Other America: 
Kotlowitz, a journalist spent a summer with twelve-year old Lafayette and his nine-year old brother, Pharaoh, 
experiencing the violence and desolation of life in a Chicago housing project. 
 
McKissack, Patricia Sojourner Truth: Ain’t I a Woman?:  The biography of a feisty, persistent woman born a 
slave, who challenged all she met and who was determined to improve the status of African Americans and 
women.  
 
Meyers, Walter Dean Bad Boy:  In a memoir that is gripping, funny, and ultimately unforgettable, New York 
Times bestselling author Walter Dean Myers travels back to his roots in the magical world of Harlem during the 
1940s and 1950s. 
 
Myron, Vicky and Brett Witter Dewey, the Library Cat:  One frigid Midwestern winter night in 1988, a ginger 
kitten was shoved into the after-hours book-return slot at the public library in Spencer, Iowa. And in this tender 
story, Myron, the library director, tells of the impact the cat, named Dewey Readmore Books, had on the library 
and its patrons, and on Myron herself. 
 
Spinelli, Jerry Knots in My Yo-yo String:  Read about the author’s childhood including his trouble in school and 
difficulties learning to read.  
 
Swanson, James L. Chasing Lincoln’s Killer:  The YA version of Swanson's bestselling Manhunt, this account 
of Lincoln's assassination and the 12-day search for his killer reads like a historical thriller.  
 
Thomson, Sarah, Greg Mortenson, David Oliver Relin and Jane Goodall Three Cups of Tea: One Man's 
Journey to Change the World... One Child at a Time ( The Young Reader's Edition): Hiking in the mountains of 
Pakistan in 1993, Mortenson got lost. He found his way to a small village where the locals helped him recover 
from his ordeal. While there, he noticed that the students had no building and did all of their schooling out of 
doors. Motivated to repay the kindness he had received, he vowed to return to the village and help build a 
school. Thus began his real life's journey. 
 
Fiction 
 
Avi  The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle:  Leaving England on the brig, Seahawk, to join her family in 
America in 1832, Charlottes is a prim, dutiful young lady.  What changes her so radically in just a few weeks at 
sea? 
 
Balliet, Blue  The Wright Three: Spring semester at the Lab School in Hyde Park finds Petra and Calder drawn 

http://www.amazon.com/Greg-Mortenson/e/B001H6EO9Y/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1301421601&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Three-Cups-Tea-Journey-World/dp/0142414123/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1301421601&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Three-Cups-Tea-Journey-World/dp/0142414123/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1301421601&sr=1-1
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into another mystery when unexplainable accidents and ghostly happenings throw a spotlight on Frank Lloyd 
Wright's Robie House, and it's up to the two junior sleuths to piece together the clues. Also, Chasing Vermeer, 
The Calder Game. 
 
Bartoletti, Sussan Campbell, The Boy Who Dared, The teen’s perspective makes this a particularly gripping 
way to personalize the history of the Holocaust, and even those unfamiliar with the background Bartoletti 
weaves in–the German bitterness after World War I, the burning of the books, the raging anti-Semitism––will 
be enthralled by the story of one boy’s heroic resistance in the worst of times. 
 
Bloor, Edward Tangerine:  Can this seventh-grader become a star soccer goalie?  Will that please his parents 
as much as his older brother’s success at playing football?  
 
Bonham, Frank  Durango Street:  Rufus Henry ignores the advice of his parole officer and joins the Moors, a 
gang that he thinks will help him survive in the Durango Housing Project. 
 
Boyne, John, The Boy in the Striped Pajamas:  Bruno and his family must move from their home to a new 
house far, far away, where there is no one to play with and nothing to do.  While exploring his new 
environment, he meets another boy whose life and circumstances are very different from his own, and their 
meeting results in a friendship that has devastating consequences. 
 
Brennan, Herbie Faerie Wars:  Troubled by family problems, Henry finds his life taking a whole new dimension 
when he and his friend, old Mr. Fogarty, become involved with Prince Pyrgus Malvae who has been sent from 
the faerie world in order to escape the treacherous Faeries of the Night.  Students may choose other titles in 
this series as well. 
 
Broach, Elise, Shakespeare’s Secret:  A missing diamond, a mysterious neighbor, a link to Shakespeare – can 
Hero uncover the connections? 
 
Card, Orson Scott Ender's Game:  The Earth is under attack and the survival of the human species depends 
on a military genius who can defeat the alien buggers.  
 
Carter, Ally I’d Tell You I Love You But Then I’d Have to Kill You (Gallagher Girls series):  Cammie Morgan is a 
student at the Gallagher Academy for Exceptional Young Women, a fairly typical all-girls school—that is, if 
every school taught advanced martial arts in PE and the latest in chemical warfare in science, and students 
received extra credit for breaking CIA codes in computer class.  The Gallagher Academy might claim to be a 
school for geniuses but it’s really a school for spies.  (Students may like other series by this prolific young adult 
writer such as: the Heist Society series.) 
 
Clare, Cassandra City of Bones (Mortal Instruments series):  Discover the world of the Shadowhunters in the first 
installment of the internationally bestselling Mortal Instruments series and “prepare to be hooked” (Entertainment 
Weekly).  When fifteen-year-old Clary Fray heads out to the Pandemonium Club in New York City, she hardly 
expects to witness a murder—much less a murder committed by three teenagers covered with strange tattoos and 
brandishing bizarre weapons. And she’s more than a little startled when the body disappears into thin air. 
 
Collier, James Lincoln My Brother Sam is Dead:  Two brothers must make some difficult choices during the 
Revolutionary War. 
 
Collins, Suzanne Hunger Games:  Sixteen-year-old Katniss is smart, athletic, and fast. She can take down a 
rabbit with a bow and arrow, hitting it straight through the eye. Will these skills be enough to survive the 
Hunger Games?  (Students may choose to read Catching Fire or Mockingjay as well.) 
 
Collins, Suzanne, The Underland Chronicles: When 11-year-old Gregor follows his little sister through a grate 
in the laundry room of his New York City apartment building, he hurtles into a dark Underland beneath the city. 

http://search.barnesandnoble.com/Enders-Game/Orson-Scott-Card/e/9780812550702/?itm=1
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There, humans live uneasily beside giant spiders, bats, cockroaches, and rats—but the fragile peace is about 
to fall apart. Rich in suspense and brimming with adventure, Suzanne Collins unfolds the fate of the Underland 
and the great warrior, Gregor, in the New York Times bestselling Underland Chronicles. 
 
Condie, Ally Matched:  For Cassia, nothing is left to chance--not what she will eat, the job she will have, or the 
man she will marry. In Matched, the Society Officials have determined optimal outcomes for all aspects of daily 
life, thereby removing the "burden" of choice. When Cassia's best friend is identified as her ideal marriage 
Match it confirms her belief that Society knows best, until she plugs in her Match microchip and a different 
boy’s face flashes on the screen.  Students may also enjoy the sequel, Crossed. 
 
Conrad, Pam Prairie Songs:  Although Louisa loves the Nebraska prairie, she sees how loneliness and severe 
hardships can overwhelm her neighbors. 
 
Cooney, Caroline Driver’s Ed:  A group of friends steals a street sign, causing a fatal accident.  Will they be 
charged with a crime?  
 
Cooney, Caroline  Fatality: Rose had great plans: a luxury weekend at her friend's beautiful summer home. Her 
plans didn't turn out as expected since somebody ended up dead. What secrets does Rose’s diary contain? 
So many other titles, too.  Our librarians particularly suggest:  Three Black Swans and If the Witness Lied. 
 
Cooper, Susan The Dark Is Rising:  On his eleventh birthday Will Stanton discovers that he is the last of the 
Old Ones, destined to seek the six magical Signs that will enable the Old Ones to triumph over the evil forces 
of the Dark.  
 
Couloumbis, Audrey The Misadventures of Maude March: Eleven-year-old Sallie March is a whip-smart 
tomboy and voracious reader of Western adventure novels. When she and her ladylike older sister Maude are 
orphaned for the second time, they decide to take matters into their own hands and escape their self-serving 
guardians for the wilds of the frontier, or Maude March on the Run!: The papers call Maude notorious. But 
12-year-old Sallie knows her big sister didn't do the things the stories say . . . not on purpose anyway.   
 
Crutcher, Chris Ironman, Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes, Stotan, Deadline, Angry Management, and Atheletic 
Shorts.  In these and many other titles, Chris Crutcher and his athlete protagonists take on such 
weighty issues as racism, homophobia, sexism and the teenager's essential task of coming to terms 
with his parents. At the same time the author makes the world of sports compelling to everyone.  
 
Cushman, Karen, Catherine, Called Birdy: The thirteen-year-old daughter of an English country knight 
keeps a journal in which she records the events of her life, particularly her longing for adventures 
beyond the usual role of women and her efforts to avoid being married off. 
 
Dickinson, Peter Eva:  The last thing Eva remembers is picnicking with her family and their chimps.  When she 
wakes up in a hospital, she is in for a shock.  Her brain has been transplanted into the body of a chimpanzee.  
 
Duncan, Lois Locked in Time:  Visiting her new stepfamily in the remote bayou, Nore at first ignores the hints 
that all might not be as it seems. It doesn't occur to Nore to take the dream-warning seriously. Her new 
stepmother and stepbrother seem nice. But why does Nore feel so uneasy around them? Maybe she should 
have listened . . .  
 
Dygard, Thomas J. Rookie Arrives:  A high school third baseman sets his sights on the majors. 
 
Eckert, Allan W. Incident at Hawk’s Hill:  In 1870 Ben is six years old and communicates well with animals. 
One day he wanders off onto the prairie.  Will his ability to communicate with animals help him survive?  This is 
based on a true story. 

http://search.barnesandnoble.com/The-Dark-Is-Rising/Susan-Cooper/e/9781416949954/?itm=1
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/The-Misadventures-of-Maude-March/Audrey-Couloumbis/e/9780739335451/?itm=6
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/Maude-March-on-the-Run/Audrey-Couloumbis/e/9780375832468/?itm=1
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Fox, Paula The Slave Dancer:  Kidnapped for his musical talent, Jesse Bollier becomes an unwilling participant 
in the Triangle Trade aboard a slave ship. 
 
Funke, Cornelia Inkspell:  In this fantasy world, certain readers have the power to bring characters out of 
books--and send them back.  Students may choose other titles by this author as well.  
  
Grisham, John, Theodore Boone: Kid Lawyer:  In the small city of Strattenburg, there are many lawyers, and 
though he's only thirteen years old, Theo Boone thinks he's one of them. Theo knows every judge, policeman, 
court clerk, and a lot about the law. He dreams of a life in the courtroom. But he finds himself in court much 
sooner than expected. Because he knows so much, maybe too much, he is suddenly dragged into the middle 
of a sensational murder trial. A cold-blooded killer is about to go free, and only Theo knows the truth. The 
stakes are high, but Theo won't stop until justice is served.  (Students may want to read other titles in the 
Theodore Boone series.) 
 
Haddix, Margaret Peterson Among the Hidden:  In a future world, famine is such a problem that the 
government has set a limit of two children per family.  Luke-a third child-must spend his life hidden away as a 
‘shadow child’. Then, he meets another shadow child like himself.  Will he risk everything to come out of 
hiding?  Students may also choose other titles in the series.  Remember, re-reading is wonderful, but should 
not replace two new books for your summer reading assignment. 
 
Hale, Sharon Princess Academy:  A Newbery Honor tale that's not your typical quest-for-prince-charming 
fantasy.  
 
Hermes, Patricia I Hate Being Gifted:  A sixth-grade girl struggles with peer acceptance after being chosen for 
the school’s gifted program. 
 
Hiaasen, Carl Flush: You know it’s going to be a rough summer when you spend Father’s Day visiting your dad 
in the local lockup, or Hoot:  Roy, who is new to his small Florida community, becomes involved in another 
boy's attempt to save a colony of burrowing owls from a proposed construction site. (Students may choose to 
read other titles by this prolific young adult author as well.) 
 
Horowitz, Anthony Stormbreaker (Alex Rider Series #1 or any others in the series): After the death of the uncle 
who had been his guardian, fourteen-year-old Alex Rider is coerced to continue his uncle's dangerous work for 
Britain's intelligence agency, MI6.   
 
Houston, James Ghost Fox:  Kidnapped by the Abnaki Indians in colonial times, 16-year-old Sarah Wells 
gradually adopts the Abnakis’ way of life. Will she stay or return to the life she once knew? 
 
King, Laurie R. The Beekeeper’s Apprentice:  Mary befriends a beekeeper, who is none other than Sherlock 
Holmes, now retired.  As his apprentice, Mary learns all that he can teach her, which may save their lives when 
she becomes involved in a deadly case.  
 
King, Stephen  The Girl Who Loved Tom Gordon:  Trisha gets lost on the Appalachian Trail with only her 
Walkman for company. 
 
Koreto, R.J., Death on the Sapphire: A Lady Frances Ffolkes Mystery:  An extraordinary woman living in 
extraordinary times, Lady Frances Ffolkes is an Edwardian-era suffragette who has an uncanny ability to attract 
danger and romance.  When Major Colcombe, a family friend and war veteran, dies under mysterious 
circumstances, the good Lady Frances discovers that he was working on a manuscript about South Africa’s bloody 
Boer War, which reportedly revealed a scandalous mistake that cost many innocent lives. Now, it’s up to Frances 
and her loyal lady's maid, June Mallow, to track down the missing manuscript and bring the killer to justice.  
 

http://search.barnesandnoble.com/Stormbreaker/Anthony-Horowitz/e/9780142406113/?itm=1
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/Stormbreaker/Anthony-Horowitz/e/9780142406113/?itm=1
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Korman, Gordon  Shipwreck:  Six kids face incredible odds when they find themselves in a sudden storm at 
sea. It’s all about survival; or Born to Rock: Leo Caraway - president of the Young Republicans Club, 4.0 GPA, 
future Harvard student - had his entire future perfectly planned out. That was, until the X factor. As in Marion X. 
McMurphy, aka King Maggot, the lead singer of Purge, the most popular, most destructive band punk rock has 
ever seen. As in Leo's biological father; or,  Swindle, After a mean collector named Swindle cons him out of his 
most valuable baseball card, Griffin Bing must put together a band of misfits to break into Swindle's compound. 
 
Lasky, Kathryn Beyond the Burning Time:  Caleb and May live in Salem, Massachusetts, in 1692.  When their 
mother is accused of being a witch, they must make a choice.  Can they help her escape before it is too late? 

 
L’Engle, Madeline The Arm of the Starfish:  Gifted marine biology student, Adam Eddington, intends to spend 
his summer in Portugal with a famous scientist.  Once there, he is quickly embroiled in a struggle between 
good and evil.  Which side will he choose?  Or,  A Swiftly Tilting Planet:  In this companion to A Wrinkle in Time 
and A Wind in the Door, fifteen-year-old Charles Wallace and the unicorn Gaudior undertake a perilous journey 
through time in a desperate attempt to stop the destruction of the world by the mad dictator, Madog Branzillo. 
 
Lipsyte, Robert One Fat Summer:  Bobby Marks hated summertime when he couldn’t hide his fat body inside 
heavy clothes.  When he meets his idol, the lifeguard Pete Marino, his life turns around, and he realizes how 
terrifying, dangerous, and wonderful one fat summer can be.  
 
Lupica, Mike, Two-Minute Drill from Comeback Kids: Chris Conlan is the coolest kid in sixth grade-the 
golden-armed quarterback of the football team, and the boy all the others look up to. Scott Parry is the new kid, 
the boy with the huge brain, but with feet that trip over themselves daily. These two boys may seem like an odd 
couple, but each has a secret that draws them together as friends, and proves that the will to succeed is even 
more important than raw talent or: Hot Hand: Comeback Kids:  It's simple. All Billy Raynor wants to do is shoot. 
After all, he is one of the best shooters in the league. But with his dad as his coach, and his parents newly 
separated it might not be so easy. 
 
Maas, Sarah Throne of Glass:  In a land without magic, where the king rules with an iron hand, an assassin is 
summoned to the castle. She comes not to kill the king, but to win her freedom. If she defeats twenty-three killers, 
thieves, and warriors in a competition, she is released from prison to serve as the king's champion. Her name is 
Celaena Sardothien. 
 
McCaffery, Anne Dragonsinger:  With the help of the master-harper, Menolly and her fire lizards overcome the 
prejudice against a woman’s becoming a harper on the planet Pem. 
Mariellier, Daughter of the Forest:  When Sorcha’s father marries an evil sorceress, a spell is placed on her 
brothers that only Sorcha can lift. 
 
Martin, Ann M., Corner of the Universe: The summer that Hattie turns twelve, she meets the childlike 
uncle she never knew and becomes friends with a girl who works at the carnival that comes to 
Hattie's small town. 
 
Mazer, Norma Fox   Girlhearts:  After her mother dies suddenly, Sarabeth must go to live with her mother’s 
friend.  Sarabeth searches for a new place to call home, or Solid Gold Kid:  Sixteen-year-old Derek Chapman 
is the only son of a self-made millionaire who leads the privileged life his father has planned for him. But when 
he and four other teenagers are kidnapped, he makes important discoveries about himself and others. 
 
Myers, Walter Dean, Scorpions.  After reluctantly taking on the leadership of the Harlem gang, the Scorpions, 
Jamal finds that his enemies treat him with respect when he acquires a gun--until a tragedy occurs. 
 
Nixon, Joan Lowrey The Other Side of Dark:  Stacy’s mother was murdered and she was the only one who 
saw the killer.  Will she find the killer before he finds her? 
 

http://search.barnesandnoble.com/Swindle/Gordon-Korman/e/9780439903448/?itm=1
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/Two-Minute-Drill/Mike-Lupica/e/9780399247156/?itm=1
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/Solid-Gold-Kid/Norma-Fox-Mazer/e/9780553278514/?itm=3
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Palacio, R.J., Wonder:  August Pullman was born with a facial deformity that, up until now, has prevented him 
from going to a mainstream school. Starting 5th grade at Beecher Prep, he wants nothing more than to be 
treated as an ordinary kid—but his new classmates can’t get past Auggie’s extraordinary face. WONDER, a #1 
New York Times bestseller and included on the Texas Bluebonnet Award master list, begins from Auggie’s 
point of view, but soon switches to include his classmates, his sister, her boyfriend, and others. These 
perspectives converge in a portrait of one community’s struggle with empathy, compassion, and acceptance.  
 
Paterson, Katherine, Jacob Have I Loved:  An elder twin feels she is less favored and must make sacrifices for 
her sister. 
 
Patterson, James, Maximum Ride: the Angel Experiment: After the mutant Erasers abduct the youngest 
member of their group, the "birdkids," who are the result of genetic experimentation, take off in pursuit and find 
themselves struggling to understand their own origins and purpose.  You may also want to try other titles in this 
series:  The Final Warning, Saving the World and Other Extreme Sports, School’s Out Forever.  
 
Paulsen, Gary, Dogsong: A fourteen-year-old Eskimo boy, who feels at odds with aspects of modern 
life, takes a 1400-mile journey by dog sled across ice, tundra, and mountains seeking his own "song" 
of himself.  Or, The Legend of Bass Reeves, It's historical fiction in the realm of Soldier's Heart about an 
African American legend from the Old West.  (Students may choose other titles by this author as well.)  
 
Pullman, Philip Ruby in the Smoke:  In 19th century London, news of a distant death triggers a search, a quest, 
a chase, and a romance.  Be a part of the action! 
 
Qualey, Marsha Close to a Killer:  Barrie’s ex-con mom owns the local beauty salon.  When two new murders 
happen, everyone suspects her.  Did she do it? 
 
Riggs, Ransom Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children:  As a kid, Jacob formed a special bond with his 
grandfather over his bizarre tales and photos of levitating girls and invisible boys. Now at 16, he is reeling from 
the old man's unexpected death. Then Jacob is given a mysterious letter that propels him on a journey to the 
remote Welsh island where his grandfather grew up. There, he finds the children from the photographs--alive 
and well--despite the islanders’ assertion that all were killed decades ago. As Jacob begins to unravel more 
about his grandfather’s childhood, he suspects he is being trailed by a monster only he can see. A haunting 
and out-of-the-ordinary read, 
 
Riordan, Rick  The Lightning Thief (Percy Jackson and the Olympians Series #1) or any others in the series: 
Percy sets out on a quest across the United States to reach the gates of the Underworld (located in a recording 
studio in Hollywood) and prevent a catastrophic war between the gods. But to succeed on his quest, Percy will 
have to unravel a treachery more powerful than the gods themselves. 
 
Rowling, J.K. Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix or Goblet of Fire or Harry Potter and the Half-Blood 
Prince:  Join Harry on more of his adventures.  (These are the only titles you may read.  Remember, 
re-reading is wonderful, but should not replace two (or three) new books for your summer reading 
assignment. Professor McGonagall would never approve!) 
 
Rylant, Cynthia, Missing May:  After the death of the beloved aunt who has raised her, twelve-year-old 
Summer and her uncle Ob leave their West Virginia trailer in search of the strength to go on living. 
 
Sachar, Louis, Small Steps:  Now that all the boys at Camp Green Lake have stopped digging Holes (Farrar, 
1998), Louis Sachar tells how one of the former inmates is taking Small Steps to get his life back on track. In 
this sequel to Sachar's Newbery Award-winning novel Holes about a correctional facility gone wrong, Armpit, a 
powerfully built African American is working, going back to school, and trying to avoid the angry outbursts that 
landed him in juvenile detention.  
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Shan, Darren, Cirque du Freak:  Anyone who loves the humorous but hair-raising horror in R.L. Stine's 
Goosebumps series will devour British author Darren Shan's first novel with equal zeal. In the tradition of 
Stephen King's 'Salem's Lot, Cirque Du Freak is the frightening saga of a young boy whose visit to a 
mysterious freak show leads him on a journey into a dark world of vampires. Filled with grotesque creatures, 
murderous vampires, and a petrifying ending, Cirque Du Freak will chill, thrill, and leave readers begging for 
more.  (Students may choose to read other titles in the series as well.) 
 
Slade, Arthur, Jolted:  Newton Starker’s Rules for Survival:  Newton Goddard Starker lives with a mysterious 
curse. Members of the Starker family attract lightning, and nearly all his relatives have died from lightning 
strikes.  Newton is determined to beat the odds, and he may have found the answer: Jerry Potts Academy for 
Survival, a boarding school in Moose Jaw, Canada. Its motto is: Survival Through Fierce Intelligence. Newton’s 
ready to learn, and to be remembered in the school’s Hall of Heroes. 
 
Snyder, Zipha, Libby on Wednesday:  At first the gifted narrator resents the advanced writing group she is 
force to join.  But, soon she discovers her talents as well as gaining respect for her fellow students.  
 
Speare, Elizabeth George, Sign of the Beaver: Left alone to guard the family's wilderness home in 
eighteenth-century Maine, a boy is hard-pressed to survive until local Indians teach him their skills.  
 
Staples, Suzanne Fisher Shabanu, Daughter of the Wind:  Dignity or dishonor?  This is a question 
strong-willed young Shabanu must consider.  Coming from the wind-swept Cholistan Desert of Pakistan, her 
strong family tradition conflicts with the stirrings of her own heart, as she must decide whether or not to 
sacrifice everything she’s dreamed of. 
 
Strasser, Todd  How I Changed My Life:  After a blown knee halts his dreams of football stardom, Kyle joins 
the school play to be near his girlfriend.  Join him as he learns that people, like books, should never be judged 
by their covers. 
  
Ullman, James Ramsey Banner in the Sky:  Rudi Matt’s father, one of the greatest Swiss mountain guides, lost 
his life trying to climb the Citadel.  Now it is Rudi’s dream to conquer the Citadel.  Will he succeed? 
 
Voight, Cynthia The Homecoming:  Abandoned by their mother, Dicey Tillerman and her siblings begin a 
journey to an unknown place where they hope to find safety. 
 
Wells, Robinson Variant:  Benson Fisher thought that a scholarship to Maxfield Academy would be the ticket 
out of his dead-end life. He was wrong. Now he’s trapped in a school that’s surrounded by a razor-wire fence. 
A school where video cameras monitor his every move. Where there are no adults. Where the kids have split 
into groups in order to survive.  Where breaking the rules equals death. But when Benson stumbles upon the 
school’s real secret, he realizes that playing by the rules could spell a fate worse than death, and that 
escape—his only real hope for survival—may be impossible. 
 
Wells, Rosemary When No One Was Looking:  A 14 year old girl who is a tennis player struggles to win a 
championship while dealing with an envious sister and pushy parents. 
 
Westall, Robert Blitzcat:  It’s WWII and Hitler’s whistle bombs are raining down on London.  Seen through a 
cat’s eyes, this novel brings the war to life. 
 
Woodson, Jacqueline Feathers:  Nobody knows what to make of the new boy in Frannie's class. Not 
only does he look different, but he's kind to everyone, he refuses to fight, and he doesn't even seem 
to mind when the other kids nickname him Jesus Boy.  
 
Wrede, Patricia C. Dealing with Dragons:  Princess Cimorene is convinced that her life is a bore. Running 
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away and joining the dragons would be much more interesting, wouldn’t it? 
 
Yep, Lawrence, Dragonwings:  Moon Shadow Lee journeys across the Pacific to join his father in San 
Francisco. Moon Shadow and his father strive for a better life and fulfillment of their dreams in a strange land. 
 
Zindel, Paul Rats:  Billions of rodents invade NYC after their feeding ground is destroyed.  How will the city be 
saved from these rampaging creatures?  


